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Prelude:    Rock of Ages (Instrumental)  
Scripture Posted on Screen:  

ACTS 5:29 But Peter and the other Apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men.”
Congregational: 
Mighty is our God
No greater love
Awesome God

Drama or Video:
The Advisory Board http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/Dramas02.asp 
Offering and Announcements:

Message:

Today we are going to discuss another topic in our Habits worth changing series: 
“Trusting God rather than man”. But first let us pray to God for His presence and guidance.

Opening Prayer:
Lord, we need you to teach us how to trust you rather than man. Open our hearts, minds, eyes, ears and our spirit so that we may connect with your reality of the truth. Please continue to be present guiding us into a trusted relationship with you. By the close of this message please help us to stay focused and loyal to you above all else in Jesus name Amen.
Message cont’d:
There is an exercise that was used to see if you trust a person. You stand with your hands to your side and your back to a person assigned to do the catching. Next you allow yourself to fall backwards towards them trusting that they will catch you. There are a lot of risks in doing this. First you need to ask is this person capable of catching me?  Will this person generally put forth the effort to catch me? What must I do if they let me hit the floor?
Friends, for various reasons this test is not a trusted method that I would use currently. 

I did try this with my brothers many years ago and was in good hands thank God.

Did any of you do this exercise?

Years later I was put in another situation that taught me some things about myself and about some of my friends. 
Door County Sailing Trip:

First you need to know that I do not know how to swim. My friends and I went sailing back in 1996. While sailing they convinced me to go to Chamber Island with them within 100 yards of the island. This was quite far for a non swimmer. They suggested that I put the life vest on and they will tie a rope to it and pull me as they swim to shore. This was definitely a defining moment in relationship with them. I said let’s go. I put my fears aside! This was a success and my affinity and trust with the group soared.
Define Trust:
Merriam Webster

1 a: assured reliance on the character, ability, strength, or truth of someone or something b: one in which confidence is placed
2 a: dependence on something future or contingent
Trust can be earned and trust can be broken.
In the examples I mentioned the trust was enhanced.

I share the previous stories with you to establish that if you choose to trust it can significantly enhance your relationships.

Questions:

How is it going with your most important relationship with God?

Are you giving God a chance to lead your life?  

Do you trust God?

How do you trust God in the following areas?
Put on side screens
Health      Travel   Money (Stewardship)   Fears   Family   Life   Eternity   God’s Word

Problems   Happiness   Career   Friendships   Basic needs   God’s forgiveness  

Spiritual Development   Faith   Testimony   Relationships   School   Habits   Death

Biblical examples of trust and how it turned out:
ACTS 5:16-33

16Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil[1] spirits, and all of them were healed. 

The Apostles Persecuted 

17Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 20"Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the full message of this new life." 
21At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people. 
22When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin--the full assembly of the elders of Israel--and sent to the jail for the apostles. But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 23"We found the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside." 24On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering what would come of this. 
25Then someone came and said, "Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people." 26At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them. 
27Having brought the apostles; they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. 28"We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood." 
29Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men! 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead--whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." 
33When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death.
Facts to remember
God can not lie! It is impossible for God to Lie!
Man Lies often…

God will reliably dwell with those who follow Him through eternity…

Man can not dwell with his believing family and friends without Christ as Lord of their life. They will be separated from God and their believing family through eternity…
Sin adds to the breakdown in reliability.

God’s word is full of His promises with no limitations…

Man’s words: perishes if it is not used for kingdom building or to mark an important event in history.
Absent from the body means you are with Christ if you are a Christ follower

Jesus loves you

"As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions." Psalm 103:12
Romans 8:35-39
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written: 
"For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
God might intervene in your circumstance but if he does not know that he knows what’s best.

God can and will reassemble you if man or this systems of things destroy your body.

Self Examination Time

Ponder these questions:

Do you trust God or man?

Could you stand for God no matter what the circumstance?
Here are some historical circumstances to think about:
Columbine H.S. April 20th, 1999
The final moments of young Cassie Bernall's life at Columbine HS: She affirmed her faith in God to a fellow student who then shot her to death. She didn’t denounce her faith when questioned by gun men.
Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris did in their Columbine High School rampage, which 
also marked athletes and students for death.
September 17, 1999

THE Fort Worth church murders had an express purpose to kill Christians. "It's all bull-- what you believe!" Larry Gene Ashbrook shouted as he fired, witnesses said. 

People of faith have been specifically targeted in murderous rampages around the world.
 In this case according to witnesses, Larry Gene Ashbrook walked into the church 
screaming anti-religious slurs. "I heard him shout, 'its all bull---- what you 
 believe'" while firing, said one of those inside the church. One of his seven 
victims reportedly died after walking up to the gunman during the attack 
 and saying, "I know what you need - you need Jesus in your life." 
Additional Christian Persecutions of today can be found in Voice of the Martyrs:
Voice of the Martyrs is a ministry that serves the Persecuted Church
Internet article at http://www.persecution.net/pnp.htm#2  mentions the following news events occurring:

1. International Pressure Leads to Prisoner Release (China) 
2. House Church Raided; 170 Arrested (China) 
3. Christians Blamed for Killing Priest (Pakistan) 
4. Public School Girls Ordered to Wear the Hijab (Nigeria) 
5. Bribery Refusal Stalls Registration (Moldova)
Secular and Biblical History (Persecutions):

Coliseum Lions Den

Christians were being torn apart by lions for their faith! The Christians would not fight back. The early Christians would kneel in the dirt of the coliseum to pray for those who were killing them as they died. Following Jesus’ example, they refused to give up on loving God and loving others even as they were tortured and died. 

It is said that the early church was watered by the blood of the martyrs. As Rome killed more Christians, more and more people gave their lives to Jesus Christ. It wasn’t uncommon for someone to come to faith in Jesus after seeing a Christian killed. Seeing someone willingly suffer and die while praying for those who killed them was a powerful example of Christian witness. Dying for the Christian faith was not merely a fact of past history. Friends, more Christians were killed for their faith in the 20th century than in the previous 19 centuries of Christianity. Think about that fact! Now consider what I am about to tell you.  The 21st century is looking worse, not better. How sobering!
Daniel

Daniel was a great man of faith and prayer. Daniel was in a predicament where he had to choose between praying to God or face death for his beliefs. Daniel trusted God rather than man and was faithful to God. Daniel was thrown in a den of lions but was protected by an angel who shut the mouths of the lions all night.

Here we fine an awesome example to be faithful and stand up for God.
Questions: 

How do you think you would have done in the lions den? Keep this in mind: The adult male, in most varieties body length is sometimes eleven feet to the base of the tail.
What if you were the student at columbine having your faith questioned at gun point?

How would you respond?
It is necessary to build your faith on a daily basis since we are bombarded with so much distracting information daily. Some ways to strengthen your faith are as follows:
Action Steps:
● Read God’s word the bible to get familiar with how God interacts with mankind. Open your heart and mind to the work of the Holy Spirit.
●You must seek God with all of your heart.  Ask God to reveal himself in some way to you.
● Review how God has been in your life and compare his trust worthiness to the trust of men. Ask yourself the following: Is the air always there when I wake up? Has God sustained the functionality of our planet? What events occurred in your life that kept you from danger?  What events occurred that was a blessing to you? And so on…..
● Trust Him even in negative situations that appear to have no way out…
● Pray knowing that God can be trusted for his principals are sound.
● Seek God for advice and your decision making. His strength and will is perfect.
Conclusion:
After listening today are you inclined to trust God over man? What’s keeping you from doing this? Think of God’s goodness in your life or the life of someone you know. Apply the action steps and be open to trusting God. In the future when you look back on your life you will be glad you did. I must add what is the worst that can happen? The real you, your essence will be with God immediately following death awaiting your glorified body. You will live on! Will you trust God rather than man?
Closing Prayer:
Father you are incredible! Always remind us that you are in control and are worthy of trust above all! Create in all of us a heart of loyalty to you in Jesus name amen.
Postlude:

Rock of ages (Instrumental)
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